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Gentleman! in the Count: A to His Old 8 A- | 
0 "ofeflor of Divinky in the. "olledge of Glaſgow ; depending. at 
"| © preſent before the General Aſſenbiy of th 'Chare] 1 of Scotland; 
93 ler With the Anſwer to the V 
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Ke the Opportunity, anc Mon, of f enewing my Ola 
tequaintence with 0 ot” Fs this Line, not only o aK 
109" you are, but alſo to defire youll give your . wholeſome * 
Lira nd in 4 Matter of the greateſl Concern, to « 1 the Loren 
ot Truth ien T know, vou ate very C: pable to give. 
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5 deſign to Addreſs their Reſpective *Precbyteries, im which they are 


kenden of Church $:/j/1, within this Charch, will Join with them ; 


. 4 33 
* 1 4 * . WL * 
18-43; F Pi 5 x 
8 2 « 26 w 3 es 


as Alarm 10 


2 


concerned, to uſe their entmoſt Influence to have him Depoſed from 


bis Office, if they thought that their Addreſs would have any Weight, 


and might do any Seer vce to the Canſe of Tru7h, to advance the Glory 
of GOD, the Good of this Church, and the Members of it: and they 
are periwaded, in order to gain theſe Ends, all the heneft Hearted 


2 Draught of their Repreſeutation and Petition J encloſe, which, 1 
| hope youll Peruſe, and give your beſt Advice, and that as ſoon as 


pelle. The Tenor of which Addrejj follows. | 


Unis the very Reverend the Moderator, and femancnt Members of 
© the Presbytety of | lie Repreſentation and Pe- 

tition of the Elders and Deacons, ef ze &iferent Seſſions within 
f q a gg LS 


7 Sow Reward. i 


5 I E Underſnbſcribers, being perſwaded that it is clear from Scrip- 


; ture, from the Light of Nature, from our Reformation Princi- 
ples, and alſo from the Practice of the Crodly in all Ages. that it is 


the undoubted Priviledge, aud ſometimes, the rea! Duty of Inferiors to 
Addreis their Superiors, in a Way of hwnble Pleading, *mpphication 

and Petitions, and eſpeciully in Matters of the greaten Moment and 
Danger, wherein the Glory of GOD, the good of his Church, and 


the Salvation of Souls are nearly concerned. With no ſmall Pleaſure 


wie own, that it hath been the great Glory and Happineſs of this 
Church, under all the Evils that have befalen her, to Protels, Main- 
tain and Defeud found Doctrine not to mention our Advantages with | 
reſpect to Worlhip, Diſcipline and Government) equally with, if not | 
n= preterable to, any Church under Heaven; and to bear an Hoveft and | 
faithfull Teftimony, by a juſt Procedure, againſt all Herefie and Errors, | 
And particularly, againit Errors and other Corruptions in Minifters; and we | 
are very much convinced in our Minds, that there was ſcarce ever | 
2 Time fince the Reformation, wherein a more ſignal Appearance ing!“ 


this Church for GOD and Truth was receflary, than in this Day, in 


which we Live; when Damnable and Blaſphemous Docirines have 
bdoeen Langht and Vented, tending to Sap the very Fenudation of all | 
true Religion Doctripes of no ſmaller Moment than the denying | 
me Oneneſs of the God-hegs, the Prviniy of the Soy of God, the I . 
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//ͤ0 n mme neh of Sein. r 
that Bought us, and many other Corrupt Doctrines of the greateſt Im. 
portance, and that by a Profeſſor of Orvinity, in one of the chief Taz 
Ter ties and Seminaries for Learning in the Nation; by which not on. 
I/ the Students and a Young Miniſtry are in the greateſt Hazard of 
being Trained up in, and Poiſoned with damnable Errors, but alſo, 
this Church of being Corrupted, and her Members miſerably miſled: _ 
\ ? Tis clear from Scripture, our Confeffion of Faith and Catreviſms, 
which we are under the moſt Solemn and ſtrong Ties to maintain-and 


de fend, that theis is but one. only the Living and true God, and that 


in the God bead there are Three Perfons, God the Further, Son, and 
Hey Gol, and that theſe Three are the ſame in Jubſtance, equall in 
Power and in Glory; But the General Aferntty of this Cunrch have found. 
it Proven by Witneſſes, and the Papers and Writings of Mr. 7% 
Simpſon Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of @la/{pow,, that he 
hath Taught and Vented, the groſs Errors following. itt, That he bath _ 
 denyed the neceſſary Exiſtence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Aly, That he hath © 
Taugt, that the neceſſary Exiſtence of the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, is a Thing 
die know not. gly, That the Term neceſſary lixiherce was imteftinent, 
and not to be uſed in talking of the Trinity. ly. Chat the Terms e- 
cefary Exiflence. Supream Deity, and the Title of the only true God, may 
en in a ſenſe that includes the Prrſonal Property of the Father, and. 


fo not belonging lo the Son; and that ibo he aid, that they might belong 


to the Son, in ſuch a jerje at included not the Per foral Property of the 
 ÞPather, yet be told no! what thai ſenſe wy, bus without doing fo. he in- 
culcalcd the foreſurd Diſſinciion, as a Caution, that might be neceſſary for” 
Students in Reading both Ancient and Modern Authors, whether Frieuds 
or Adverfaries to the Truth, sly, That in Teaching be ſaid, that the 
Three Perſ1ns in the Trinity, are not te be ſaid numerically ove in Subs... 
6 Lance or Hence : Theſe Things forcſaid the Afembiy have found 
proven againft him, as appears from their Acts now in Print: betide 
all thefe, the Committee for Purity of Doctrine, appointed by the Gre 
 aeral Afently 17257. hath found, that he hath Countravecned the Act of 
Aſenbiy ite, which Diſcharged him to uſe Expreſſions which bear, and 
Adverſaries, in 2 bad and unſound ſesſe, and that in no 
Nine Ariicks Libelled againſt him, including a great man 
articular unſound Propoſitions and groſs Doct ines; each one of the 
faid Articles, the Commirtre found Relevant, to infer Cenſare if Pro J 
| yen; theſe they have found Proven, as appears from their Minutes al. 
ſo in Print, which forcfaid Things and others, with Reſyect both Fu TS 
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©, Firſt and Second Lybel againit him, and what is done by the Churck 
ſucdicatories upon them, without queſtion, your VWiſdoms know better 
r / WS et pany 

" We are not ignorant that, at this laſt Fereras Aſſenbly, he made a 

kB Recantation with feſpect to ſome Things he had Vented and Taught, 
aälancd that bad been Proven againſt him, or, rather a Renunciatiowot 

them, and Solemnly owned, the »#eceſſury Exrflence of «wr Lord Feſus 

_ Cvriſi, in the higheit Senſe, bis Fquality with the Farber, and the 6. 
 jerical Oneneſs of the & od. hend, and declared, that he was heartily ſor- 
ry, that he had uſcd any ways of expreſſing himſelf, in his Papers ot 
otherwiſe, that had given occaſion of Offence, or ſuſpicion of his 
Soundneſs in the Faith, or that might any way tend to miſlead others, tho“ 

pot intended by him, and that he was ready to quite and Aenounce 

| all ſuch ways of ſpeaking, that were thought to be dangerous or unſafe, 

WES das appears more fully from his Papers, given in upon the 14, 15, and x6 
OW Days of May, te the laſt General Aſemliy of this Church. And we alio . 

know, that the General .4ſexmbly did declare, his Sentiments in theſe Ar- 

© ticles Sound and Orthodox; yet notwithitanding, ior weighty Reaſons, 
ſpecified id their Act anent him, they found themielves obliged, for 

i . the Honour of Truth, and in order to prevent the ſpreading of Error, 

alan for preſerving the Purity of Doctrine in this Church, to Teſtifſy 

their very great diſſatisfaction at his Conduct and Behaviour again to 
Suſpend him from Preaching and Teaching and the Exerciſe of all Eccle. 

. 1afjcal Power and Function; and many of the Members did declare, as is 
meioned in the very Act it ſelf, that he did deſerve Depoſition; 
bdut the Proceſs not being fully finiſhed, and the Aſeni) not having 

Time to confider the other Libel), they Siſted in the ſaid Sentence, 
and Ordered the Proceedings of the 4frmbly to be Printed, and Tran! 
mitted, with the State of the Proceſs, to the ſeveral Freibyreries of 
this Church, that they may ſend up their Commiſſioners, to the next 
General Aſſemlih duly infiructed, upon what they think proper to be 
fucther done, in that which Remains of Mr. Simpſon's Affair 


» * * 


EF. P ⸗ů ⸗ * 


— . J 


* * 


We Undgerſubſcribers, agreeable ts the minds and withes, of almoſt 
the whole People in our Bounds, whoſe Thoughts we have occafion 
to know, out of Zeal for the Glory of God Father, Son, and Hel) 
- Ghoft, for the Honour of Truth, for the good of this Church and pres 
4.  cious Souls in it, and alſo for the exoneration of our own Conciences, 
bes leave, with all Humilny and due Deference, to Repreſent our 
Oh!pinuon aud carneſt delire, with the Reaſons of it, to your: Nd 


8 


„ 


the Charch of Scotland. 


ina Time when, without the Breach of Charity, too many Profeſſors, 
both Miniſters and others, are like to turn Luke-warm as to the Mat- - 
ters of God, and others are like to Side with Error, and againſt Truzb: 


That you, our dear Paſtors in this Presbyt rie, would Zealoufly con- 


tend for the Faith at this Time; and particularly, uſe your outmoſt 
Influence, both by inſtructing your Commiſſioners to Repreſent you in 
the next General Aſenbly, and otherwiſe, as your Wiſdom and Prudence 
ſhall direct you, to have Mr. 5 S:mpſox Profeſſor foreſaid Removed, ;ö 
by a Sentence of Depoſition, from Preaching, Teaching, and all other 


Eccleſiaſticx Power and Function in this Church: And for this our 


Opinion and deſire, we gave the following Reaſons, and doubt not but 
you can give many moe, and alſo ſet them in a clearer Light, and 


put: them in a better Dreſs. 


I. Becauſe he has Taught and Vented, not only ſome Groſs and 
Damnable Errors, ſubyeriive of all true Religion, and ſtriking at the 
very root of Chriſtianity it ſelf; in making the Eternal Son of God, 

God equal with the Father, an Inferior, or Limited kind of God, a 

_ God only framed according to the vain carnal Imagination of ſubtile 
_fancifa} Hereticks, and ſo no God at all, but alſo many other un- 


_ ſound and dangerous Doctrines, as appears from what hath been ſaid 


he fore, of the many unſound Articles and Propoſitions, which he hath 
Taught, and that have been Proven againſt him; ſo we Judge, it will 

| he rare to find in Hiſtory one Man, a proſeſt Proteſtant, that hath 
Hereticks, and TI avght ſuch a 


II. The great Ground of Offence and heavineſs of Heart, he hath 
_ given to the Godly throughout this, and the Neighbouring Nations, 
he hath afforded to the Wicked, and the further um- 
ncouraging of the Erroneous, and particularly, the great 


Raked together, from ſo many different 7 
Scheme of dangerons Grofs Errors. 15 
the Harde ni 
Offence and Trouble he hath given to the Judicetories of this Church, 
not only in neglecting ſo many 


lead of doing 


Brain could invent, untill the very laſt Extremity. 


II. His extravagant Notions, aud Riff Humour, uot only led him | 

to breale thee all the private and publick Pains, Reaſonings and Ad. 

- monitions of Btethren, and a who poi only. confulted the 
i, Oe” 5 Mower - 


EIN 5 


ities, during the Courſe f 
the Proceedings againſt him, to give Satisfaction as ts the Soundneſs 
of his Faith, as to theſe important Articles Proven againſt him, but 

ſo, he defended himſelf and his Errors, by all the art 
ful! Arguments, ſubtile and ſubdolus Metaphiſical diſtinctions, that his 
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Honour of Truth. but alſo his own real welfare, who carefully Ad- 


|  viſed him to deſiſt from his uncommon and unſafe Way of Teaching 
But even to Contemn the Authority of the Genera! 4ſemlly it 1elf, | 


and to break his Faith unto. it, at leaſt his implicite Promiſe, when 


| Prohibited and Diſcharged by the. Aſenbly 1917, and their Af}, to uſe 
ſuch Expreffions, or to Teach, Preach, or vent ſuch Opinions and 
Propolſtions, as is now. Proven he hath done ſince; ſo that he hath 
__ rudely Contrayeened that Act relative to himſelf, and put to Shame 
many of his Friends that then did befriend him; and how the Church 
ſhould again Truſt him? the World will Judge. „ 


IV. Notwithſtanding all the Pains that was taken upon him, as hath 


been ſaid, yet he could never be prevail'd upon, to declare bimſelf 

Sonnd in the Faith, as to the five. Articles foreſaid, untill àe had 
Ground to fear the clivcking Sentence of Depofition ; which gives tos 
great Ground to think that his Declaration, or Recantation, Was rather in- 
Aduſtriouſly contrived, to ward of the fatal Blow, and to fave his own - 

Reputation, and perhaps allo the Credite of thoſe, who had too much 


eſpaufed his Cauſe, than from any fincere true Repentance; and that 


which gives further cauſe for this Thonght is. Frft, This Method has 
been, for ordinary, the way of Hereticks in like Cafes, ſuch as Aris, 
whom he hath too much imitated all along, who did horridly Jugle 
and Hypocrife in ſuch Circumſtances, and others that might be named, 
Who did fo untill afterward they, by their ſecret Poiſoning, had made 
2 Party and kney their ſtrength, and then they threw off the Mask. 
 e2aly, He had abundance of Lime to have done it more ſ{eaſonably, 
and with more Henour and leſs Suſpicion. 3diy, There is no Evi- 


euce in all the Papers containing his Declarations' and Confe ffons, 


tmat Te has given in to the Aſenbiy, that we can obſerve, that he is 
2 true Penitent, or that he.owns that he hath been unſound in the 

Fialib, but only that he has given occafion of Offence, or ſuſpicion of 
his Unſoundneſs in the Faith; by which he may only mean, that the 
_ Offence was taken, and not given by C. ͤ K . 


* 


V. Tis well known, in our ordinary courſe of Diſcipline, Decla? 


rations, Confe ſſions of Guilt, and Promiſes of Amendment, do not hin- 
der Church-Cenſure to take Place, as the Judicatories determine the 
Oſlence deſerves, and particularly Miniſters, upon their being Convic- 
ted of ſmaller Offences, and lefs dangerous Scandals, ſuch as Forni- 
Kation Sc. they are, by the Rules and continual Practice of this Church, 
to be Depoled inſtantly, however evident their Repentance be : tha 


then 
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_ off, and the Lord knows what will be the Iſſue. 
The Eyes of this whole: Church and the Chwecbes Abroad, will be fx 
ed upon this enſuing General Aſſembiy and it will look very ſtrange * 


the Chureb of Scotland. 


then the Profeſſor, eſcape a yet heavier Cenſure than he is now under? 
when that, which hath been Proven againft him, is vaſtly worſe, and 


more dangerous than the moſt part of Crimes, that we can mention: 
Nay, tho' his Repentance were Honeſt and Genuine, yet it can no 
more give Satisfaction to the Church, without a Courſe of Diſcipline, 


and ſtrong Eyidences of after Sincerity, than the Confeſſion of other 


Scatdals, and Promiſe of Amendment. IE 7 4 
VI The Church of God has Suffered much for her too great 
_ Lenity unto Heriticks, and too great Belief of their Declarations of 


Repentance, and Promiſes of Amendment, and have had Ground to 


Repent of it, when too Late; particularly as to Arrius and Ar- 


_ rains, who ſeem to be the two great Maſters and Patross of the Pro- 
feffor, whom he Copies after, only he Art fully busks up their Old 


Condemned Errors, in a New Form and Dreſs: And have we not 
_ Ground to fear, chat if this Church do not Remove him from the 
Profeſſors Chair, we and our Poſterity may ſadly ſmart for it, and be 
made to Repent, when out of Time; as well as the Charob of God in 


former Ages We have too much cauſe. to tear that he, who hath been 


fo tractable already, in following the Way of Herezicks, and fo ſuc- 
ceſsſull in Poiſoning a great many of the Youth, by a more open and 


_ vnderhand Diſtilling and diſſeminating his In ectious Errors, will con- 
tinue to uſe Shifts and Subtertuges, umill he get a Time fit to Diſ- 
cover himſelf: His keeping his Recanration, or declaration of Sound- 
neſs as his laſt Refuge, to Skreen him from the Stroke; and to give 
his Friends a New handle, opportunity and Argument to Appear for 


him, gives too much Ground for. this Suggeſtion. _ 


PII. There were never ſuch Heid Errors, Broached and Spread in 


Scotland, fince the Reformation, and it ſeems to be tov Evident, that 
not a few are Infected, and that the Leaven is a Spreadiug ; and 1f the 
Eb bo ſhould not be Depoſed, but keeped within the Poſom of the 
„ as a Teacher, it will inevitably raiſe ſuch a Flame and Rup- 
ture in the Church, as will not be calily Quenched and Healed,; for, 


5 Charc 


7 


not only Diſſenters, but ſuch, who have no d-fign, nor Inclination to 


Divide, will be exceedingly Offended and Stumbled, and will have 
ſuch juſt Grounds for it, that they'll he in the. greateſt Hazard of break. 


and Fatal-like, if this Che Anal! not expreſi ſome eminent Token 
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of her Indignation and Contempt, at what hath been done in the Fa- 
vours of Error; and in Order to Teftifie their juſt Regard to their 
God, whoſe Honour and Truth have been abuſed, their Glorying in 


his Eternal Son their Saviour, whoſe Divinity hath been too much cal- 
ied in Queſtion and. Denyed; in order alſo, if poſſible, to prevent the 
Spreading of theſe Hoss any further, and to preſerve the Purity of 
Doclrine in this Cinch, and withal to bring Mr. Hupſon unto a more 
deep ſenſe of his Sin, that he may be aſhamed before the Lord: theſe 


are great and valuable Ends, and the ontward ſafety of, and external 
_ regard to any Man, or ſet of Men, is not to be laid in the Ballence 
with them; and we humbly Judge, in the preſent Circumſtantiate Caſe, 


| theſe Ends cannot be obtain'd, without the foreſaid Sentence be gone 


into againſt Mr. $7#p/oz: As to the laſt of theſe it is obſervable, 


' what the Lord ſaid concerning Miriam, even after the had Confeſſed 


her Sin in ſpeaking againſt Msſes, a mortal Perſon like her ſelf, Numb. 


12. and altho' ſhe was. under a Plague from the Hand of God, yet 
the Lord ſaid, when Moſes Prayed for her, if ber Faber bad bat Spit 
i ber Face, /hould ſhe not be aſhamed, let ber be ſbut out of the Camp + 
the Application is plain, and therefore ſhall not take up Time u- 


N Theſe Things, with all Humility, we lay before your Wiſdoms, 


EH 


Ws; et pour Pelitowrs hal Four 


P., gar Simpſon's Afoir, and the above Addreſs. 


| of the Repreſentation and Petition, of the Zealow Mombers of your 


wiſhing that you'll not be wanting to do your outmoſt Endeavours 


to Anſwer our Requeſt; and we Hope that the Generality in the Na-. 
tion, will Join with us in it, and that the ſeveral Presbyteries within this 
Church, ſhall be happily guided to ſend up wiſe, able and faithſull 
Members, to the next General Aſembiy of this Church; - as ſhall AR 
 Honeftly for God and Tihuth, and that the Wiſdom of the Venerable 
Aſſembly, ſhall Dire & them to fall in with ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall ef 
fecually. Reach the great End of ſuch a Meeting, upon ſuch a Mo- 


mentuous Affair, and the . 13 your Petitioners have before 


| The After to He died LETTER, wa one Therghti pay 


I Received yours with much SatisfaQtion, and Fm well plead to-hear = 


from my good Old Friend, I alfo Received the ineloſed Draught, = 
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Church-Seſſions, and tha 
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the Church of Scotland. 


greateſt Hazard of taking Plate and Spreading in So“ and, to the gre 


N Baty, of private Members and T1ſe7jors, in ſome 
e,. 


Hin, and the promoting the Reformation of the Church of God: the A- 
Writing to the Collaſians, Chap. 4.17. exhorts them to ſay 
to Arebippus, a Miniſter of Chi, tare beed to thy Miniſiry which thou 
Za received of the Lord, that thou fulfill it; and the Lord himſelf ſand, 
by his Prophet, Hoſ: 2. 2, to the Members of the 7/racliti/h Church of 
Old, Plead with yow Mother, Plead, that is with the Cbarch, and the 
| Fadicatories thereof. It is alſo plain from Acts 18. 24. 25, 28. that A4. 
dJuila and Priſcilla, two private Chrifltans, took Af pollos, an Eloquent 
Miniſter of Chtiſt, fer vent in the Spirit and mighty in the Scriptures, ond 
expounded unto him the way of God perfetily; and for any thing we 
can underſtand, this was of great Advantage to that worthy Mynifler, 
// C C_M_MTTMSC TOS Sh 3h. 
As to the Draught of the Re preſtntatios and Pelitios of ſour Seon. 
Merberi, I cannot but own that 1 am ſo well Satisfed wit 
I were an Elder in this Cbarch, I net only could, but would think 
it my Duty to Subſcribe it and Ido think the Reaſons they give, why 
Proleſſor Simpſor ſhould be De 
Strong, and neither can, nor will be, wered to any 
| Gince the Commencement of Chriſtianity in this Nation, when all the h. 
neſt Hearted in Scotland, who have a true Zeal for @ad and Lt.. 
and a fincere Love to the Lord Feſis Cbrit, and expect e * 7 


poſed by this Church of Scotland, very 
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B 
U moſt willingly give my Thoughts, and the 
| beſt Advice I am Cipable of in the Afair, and hall not much con- 
ſult either Stile or Language, but only in ſo far as to be underſtood. 
Ne, I am mightily well pleafed to underſtand, that there is fo much 
Zeal for Trath, and againſt Error, amongſt many of the Members of 
this Charch, Miniſters, Members of Kire.- Scans, and others; and par- 
_ ticularly, ſo much Indignation againit the groſs Error of Arianiſu, fo 
much Proſeſſed and Vented in .Erpiznd and Feland, and now in the 
at 
 Reproach of 'this Church, and Scandal of Chrifiavty it ſelf; if GOD, 
in his goodneſs and Pity to this Chyrch, put not an Effectuall Rop to it. 
Im alſo fully ſatisfied, that it is not only the Priv/iedve, but the 
plain and in | 
Caſes, to Addreſs their Superiors, and of Charch-Members, to Repreſent 
Matter: fairly unto, to Petition, Reaſon and Plead, with Church "Yudi- 
eatortes, when this Practice may tend, not only to Advance the Glo-. 
ry of God and the Honour of Truth, but alſo to the hinderance of 


it, that if 


be, Anſwered to any good 7 N 


- 


1 5 158 An Alarm o =, 1 885 | 
by Him, had a louder Call to Appear for the Cauſe of Tru, which 
is in a great Hazard of being corrupted, and run down with Error, 
and particularly to Maintain and Gontend for the Doctrine of the 
 Dininity of the Son of God, the prime Fundamental Article of all 
 _ Ctiriſizanity, when this Doctrine is not only called in Queſtion, but 
__ openly deny'd, and that not only by Frofeſſor Simpſes, but alfo by - 
ther Miniſters and Members of this Church, ft. 
__ That Profeſſor n hath Deny'd the Divinity of the Son of God, is 
plain, from what hath been found proven againſt him, by the Aſcubiy of 
5 this Church, as your Elaers open up in their 4ddveſi; tis alſo clear 
iu my Opinion, from his own Letters and Paters given in to the Zu. 
_ dicalories of this Church, before which his Cauſe came: I find in his 
Leiter, November Ith, tent te the Commrice for Purity of Doctrine, 
which is to be ſeen Page 32, of the State of the Proceſs, Collected 
by the Cle of the Aſemily at their Appointment, that he Aﬀerted 
= the fox Qucſtions given him in Write, by the Precbytery of Glaſgow, 
1 by Advice of the ſaid Commziee, to Anſwer, which Cueſtions are te be 
cen Page 24th, of the State of the "Proceſs, and are as follows. viz, 
FE . Furſt, Whither are there three Subſtances in the three Perſons of the God. 
PpPiread, or is it une and the ſame numerical Subſtance that is is them all? 
26ly, Nhe, is the Son neceſſarily Exaſlent, in the ordivary ſexſe of the 


Nod, fe that it is impoſſible that he /bould uo! have been! adly, Wii. 


Ln. 1 Fe * js the Merry of he Fon and Holy Ghoſt ſelf.exiflent and Inde pendent * 


Þ 


Athly, Is this Tile, the moſt high God, in the bigheſt ſenſe uſed in Scrip- 
x᷑ͥ)xre, due to Ebrift as be ig Gadd? Sthly. Whither it is agreeatle 20 Scrip.' 
tre and ihe Confeſſion of Faith, to aſcribe do the Faiber that Tile, be 
wel tue God, in ſuch a Jenſe GS. 1 cannot be affirmed of the Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt? cthly, The Presbytery deſires to know, why i Teacbivg 
the Dodiſine of the Trinity, be did not mention the terms Judetendewt, 
Dependent and ſubordinate, fering all Ad verſaries of the Truth aſert the 
Devendence of the Son, and bis ſubordination, as to his Divinity, ro the 
Father, and there ſeems to be as much necd as ever, lo caution Students | 
aguinſt ibis ſubord!ratton and Dependence? ese 
I ſay that he Aﬀerted, that theſe / ©rejtrons, or the Matter con- © 
 qained in them, altex the beſt ſearch he could make, were never De- 
teermincd in gur own, or any, other Catholic Creed, or Coafeffion of 
LE, Faith, ſince. the Commencement of 4 biſtianity, and there fore would 
not Anſwer them: Now what couls be more I ring than this, and 
. belole the Jugigefoniei, 1 
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2 Wrecut deal more of his Management l 
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be Ciarch of Scotland. . 1 


that both by Word and Write? And what could be more unworthy 


of a Profeſſor of Divinity, nay, of an ordinary Miniſter of the Geſpei ? 


or, which is more, of an ordinary intelligent Perſon, that hath pre- 


ſented a Child to Ba ttiſa, or is Baptized himſelf? Are not Children 


Taught in their very firſt Leſſon, and that from the Conſeſſion / Hazth 
and Calechiſn, well founded upon the Scriptures, that there / but one 
only rhe living and true God; and who, that is of Orthodox Principles, 


ever doubted; that the meaning is, there is but oue in Number? They 


are alſo Taught, that zbere are three Perſons in the God-bead, and that 


all theſe three Perſons are God, and not only the ſame in ſub/iance, but 


equal in Power and Glory; that the Son and Holy Ghoſt, are equal with 


the Father, that they have all the ſame eſſential Properties and Per- 
ſections; ſo that none of the Perſons, conſidered as God, are either a- 


bore or below the other Perſons. 


. Now, waving; for Brevity's ſake, all that the Profeſſor ſaid, in his. 
Papers. and Ditcourſe, with ReſpeR to the other Queſtions, which did 
be Wray either horrid diſingenuity, or Error, and which is ſo groſs u- 

pon ſeveral Points, as ſhould not be heard in a Land of Light. 1 

ſhall only, Sr, take notice, that he Aﬀerted that Chriſt's neceſſary Fixe 

Hence, jebf-exilence and Independence, were Things not Determined in 


our own, or any other Catholic Creed, or Conſelſion of Faith, ſince the 

Commencement of Chriſtianiiy; and he frequently uſed to ſay in his 
Papers and. Diſcourſe, and that be fore the 9 es Of th 
that to Aﬀert the neceſſary Exifience, the /olf-exifience, and Independence 


of the. Lord Je/us Chriit, was to eſtabliſh a new Article of Faith, and of 
Communion; as appears clearly from the State of the Proceſs, Pages 18r, 


226, 217. Oc. By all which his meaning muſt be, and cannot be any 


Thing Elſe, but that the .neceſary Exiſence, the [elf-exifience and Inde pen. 
| dence of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are not determined in our owft, or any 
other Cathalick Creed, or Confeſſion of Faith, ſince the Commencement. 

of Chrilianty; and That neither in expreſs Terms, nor by clear Con- 


ſequences; and That to Aſſert theſe Things, with Reſpect to Chi, is 


to Eſtabliſh a new Article of Faith and term of Communion, not de- 

termined in our Confelion of Faith or Catlec hi ſons, nor yet mentioned in 

| the Holy Scripiure, as appears from what he ſays, Page 76, of the State 
ol the Proc, and That either in ſo many Wards, or by clear Con. 
ſequences; and that this muſt be his meaning is clear from this, that 
tis plain and evident to all the. Seafible and Intelligent World, that 

clear . Conſequences, as well as expreſs Words, or Terms, 9 - 
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An Alarm to 


Kablic. or Overturn a Doclrire; and to Aſſert or Argue the contrary, 
is unworthy of any Man, and far more of a Profeſſor. Will any ra- 
tional Man, who ever Read and Believed the Truths contained in 
the Scriptures, in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechi ns, Tay, That be- 
cauſe it is not mentioned in them, in ſo many expreis Words, that God 
is ne cc ſſariiy Exiſtent. that the Holy hot is Omnipotent and Unchangable, 
that therefore to Aﬀert that God is neceſſarily Exiſienr, and that the 
Hey Ghoſt is Omnipoten: and Unchargeable, is to Aﬀert and Eſtabliſh 
a New Article of Faith, &c. or to Aﬀert what is not Determined in 
Scripture, our Conjc/ion of Faith and Catechiſms; and yet there is the 
flame ground of Deny ing the Determination of the one, as thert is of 


So, from what hath been found by the Aſemtiy, Proven againſt 
Profeſſor Simpſon, and from what he hath ſaid in his Papers and Dif- 
_ courſe, tis moſt plain, that he has not only been ina groſs Arror, wiz. 
an Arxian in Privciple, but that this Error he hath Taught, hath Vented 
and long openly Adhered to, notwithſtanding of the great Pains taken 
upon him, to Reclaim him from it. He hath Denyed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt to be veceſſarily Fixiſient, jelf-exiient, c. which are the Kſſent ial 
Proper ties of God 4 and 0 the very ſame, as if he had Deny'd Him 
to be God, for if he be not weceſſarily exiſtent, e and Jude pes- 
dent, then He is not God, and if He be not Cod, then He is a Cre- 
ture: $6 he bath openly declared himſelf an Arian, and that oi the 
maoſt ſubtile Sort, which are, by far, the moſt dangerous. 
£ 15 not all, for I know that this Error of Mi. Simpſon's reſts 
mot in, and with timſe!i, but hath been Infe ious, Poiſokü 3 
Spreading; ſo that ſeveral of his Students, who are now Miniſters in 
_ » this Church, (not to ſpeak of the ſad Influence this Doctrine has had, 
to Poiſon many Young Gentlemen and others, who are net aſhamed 
nov Blaſphemoly to Aﬀert, that it was in the Fathers“ option, whither 
Chriſt had ever been or not) I fay, ſeveral Minifiers have ſaid openly, 
and that fince the laft Aſenbly, that the Aſſenbiy, in Cenſnring and 
Condemning Profeſſor Fx:p/on, for Denying the nece{/ary Exiſtence and 
fſtelſewiſtence, of the Lord Feſus Chrift, and in their Maintaining and 
Adhering to theſe, as the Eſential Properties of Chrif?, hath Eftabliſh- 
ed a new Anicle of Faith, and Term of Communic ; and that without 
the Conſent of the Charch, and they blame the Aſſembly exceedingly 
for ſo doing by which they openly ſhew, that the vereſſery Txillexce 
and ſelf-exiftence of our Lord Jeſus Cprifi, is no Article of their Fatih, 


Ent thy 


* 
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* 


5 the Church of Scotland. = 
as contained either in expreſs Words, or by clear Conſequence in the 


Hely Feripture, Conſefion of Faith and Gatechiſms ; and they think-it yo 
Article of this Church's Faith, as if it were nat determined in g- 


lere, our Conſyſion of Faith and Carechiſms ; and they look upon the 
Aſferoty's declaring it an Article of the Faith of this Church, to be 


an Eſtabliſhing a New Article of Faith, and conlechmently a New 
Term of Gommunion: Now what kind of Pefors mult thir be, wha, 
a tn che Profeſſor, deny the neceſſary Exiftence a ſc li-exifience, of the 
Lord Jeſus Cirift, to be an Article cither of their own, or this Clarch's 
£2.49, and thus quarrel the 4ſembly of this Chuwcy for her Manage- 
ment in this Afair? who hath done much to the Honour of Ta-, 


Who hath been Efrabliſhing no New Article of Faith, but has been at 


no ſmall Pains to make 2 Juli and Wile Proviſion, that the old Truths, 


aud old Doecirines abundantly clear from Scriprure, our Corſeſion of 


Faith and Catechiſms, be not Rejetcd under the pretence ef Lerms; 


and they have not thought it ſaſe, that Honeſt apt and proper Lerms 


which ate Synonomous or neceſſarily Connected with other Terms) 


_ which are expreiſed in Scripture, and in our Conſeſion of Faith and 
Catech nt, ſhould be diſouned ani run down, and the weil known 
$:gnification of them refuſed to be Attributed to our Lord 7 iu, 
tho? not mentioned in expreſs Words; and I hope this Courcy ihall al- 
ways be of this mind. Now is not this Church, in great Danger, when 
there are ſuch Erroneous Miziiteys in it? who are not 8ſhamed, ia 


open Companies, to vent their Poiſon, with which they are ſo much 
infected, thro? the Diſcipline and Training of the Profefor : Nay, 


which is more, they do not bluſh to vent it, after their Mafer hath 
Recanted, and, by his Declarations in his Papers before the laſt {/- 
{embly, given Truth the Victory, and declared hifnſelf Orthodox in the 
Faith, as to the forefaid Articles, and as to the Matter contain'd in 
the foreſaid Presbyteries Oueſtions ; dy which they exceedingly expoſe 
themfelves and Trurl, and alſo, tho! probably contrair to their deflgn, 
do. great hurt to the Profeſſor: And therefore 1 am of Opinion, that 
{omething mnt be done by the Aſſembly, more than has been doue | 
yer, to put a. Stain upon, and ſtop to Error and its growth, and par- 
ticularly the Error of Arianiſm, with which Profeſſor Simpſon has 


been july Charged. 


I obſerve, $7, that your Elders, in the Draught of the Addreſs to 


the Presbytery, take Notice, that the Committee for Purity of Tholtrine 


dave found, that he hath Contrayeened the AG of Aſembiy 1719, and = 


16 | % 8 | Yo oo 
have found Nine particular Articles, including à great many different 
Propoſitions, Proven againit him, aud all of them Releyaii to infer ' 


4s Alarm is 


Ceniure, Ser, I have Read that Controverſy betwixt him and the Re- 


verend Mr. "Zames Weblter, ſometime Minter at Edinburgh, allo a great 
dale of the Management of it, and of the trouble it gave to this Church, 


in the Veats 1714, 1715, 1716 and 1717; I have alſo Read the AG of 


Aſenbiy May 14th, 1719, ſhowing the Offence that Pro fe ſſor S:mp/01 
nad given by his Teaching and Preaching, and in particular, in his, 
Anſwers to the ſaid Mr. Webiter's Lybei, and in his Letters to the Re-. 


verend Mr, Robert Rowan, ſometime Miniſter at Pevinghavze and 


prohibiting and diſcharging him to Lach, Preach, or Vent ſnch O- 
_ pinions, Propoſitions or Hypotheſes, as he had done in the ſorcſaid 
_Antwers and Letters; I have alſo Read the State of the Proceſ Re- 

lative te his Afair, and have Obſerved from it, the great Trouble and 
Vexatien, that this Church hath been at with him, in the Years 

1526, 1527 and 19728, moreover I have Read the Minutes of the 

Cornmitire, appointed by the General Aſſembly 1726 and 1729, for Pu. 
rity of Doctrine, contain'd in the State of the Proc, and J obſerve, 
that the {aid Cemmrtee have found, that he hath contraveen'd the Act of 


Aſſembly 1919, and that in Nine Articles, including no fewer than Seven- 
teen Propofitions, Proven againſt him, and all of them Relevant to infec 


| Cenfire; and that all the Profeſſor could Offer, by way of Exculpation, 

was not {ufficient to Elide the Arlicles Proven againſt him, they have 

tound in General, tor J of deſign, wave entering into Particulars, that 
| he hath Faught a great many Opinions, nat geceſſary to be Teught in 


 Drwvinity, and that tend more to promote Strife than Edification ;' and 


that, in Teaching he hath Attributed too much to natural Reaſon, aud 
the power of corrupt Nature, to the diſparagement of Divise Reveba- 
lica, and ethcactous free Grace: and upon the Seventh A, they lay, 
| he hath net only been irreverent and Prophane, in expreſiing hiniſelf, 
but Daring and Bold, not only with Reſpect to the Sainte, but allo 
with Reſpect to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of Glut. 


Sir, when I have Read and confidered, fo far as 1 am capable, the 


hole Controverſy and Proceſſes that have been before this Church, 
Relative to the Profeſſor, I do think, that there was never one Mini- 


_ fer {ar leſs a Profeſſor of Divinity, who went under the Name of a 


1 
* 4 p 


OO Protefiant, that ever had the Confidence to Teach, and Vent ſuch a 
Scheme of ZDofiriner, for, not to tpeak of ſuch of them as ate trifling 
_ andunneceſſary to be Taught by à Projeſor of Divinity, he hath Taught 


2 
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and Vented; as appears clearly from what hath been Proven ag int | 

him, and from his own Papers, Dccirires ſo Corrupt and frroſs, that _ f 
they Invert the very Nature of G D, the Sutreue Being, the ve. 1 
ry Nature, of the HKrernal Sos of COD, and the very Nature f 

, many of the Fundamental .rizcles, and DaECrine; ot ou {uy 

a Religion, and true Chyiſlianity, and ſuch as ſhould not be once 

: | heard amongit Chmſtia us: And I am of Opinion, with your #lgers, 

8. that ſuch an one mould not be permitted to Teach in a Chriſlian | 

; 


3 


Hurch. Sir, I am heartily ſorry, that the Church of Scoiland dic not 

3 Remove him from the Chajr, in the Year 1717, when he wis Guile A 
3 ty of Teaching and Veming fo many Errors, which the Aſemti, might | 
j eaſily have found, had they taken Time to Enquire narrowyly into "1 
- the Afair, and ſo might have prevented all this after Lrouble and | 
] Danger, of Leavening and Corrupting a' Young Miniſtry, and many 
5 unfixed Members in this CH: And I do think ſach, who had an 4 
i active Hand in Preſerving him from Depoſſtion at that Time, have 
. Ground to Repent of their Practice, and Charge tremfelves, as being 
„che Occaſion of all the Harm and Trouble, given to this Church tince 
1 thr © ime, Relaive © the Freeport ih ine Een eo: 
. And therefore, from the whole, and the Scripmal Principles I have 
laid down, it is my humble Opinion, that not only Elders and Dea- 
can, thonld Addreſs their Preſbyteries, and Ivferior, their Superior Ju- 
dicatories, eſpecially in thoſe Places, where, it is too evident, that 74. 
_ dicatories and Miniſters, have been toc much upon Mr. $/»pſop's Side, 
and have too much Appeared in his Favours, and that they mould 
Reaſon and Plead with them, to Appear Zealouſty ior Cod and his 
 Tratis, and againſt Error, but eſpecially thete Groſs Eon, of which 
wie are in the greateſt Danger; But alſo I think, that Private Chri-. 
ſtians fhould, in a Prudent and Chia manner, beſpeak their own | 
Miniſters and Plead with them, efpecially ſuch of them, who have 
given Evidences cf their Favauring the Profeſſor, in his Erroncous 
Principles and Ways, if Poffible, not only to diſwade them from that 
FF Cowfe in Time coming, but alio to Engage and Influence them to 
Appear and contend for Truth, and if Coriſtians and Members of Fu- 
= Aadicatwes mal! be Couſcientious, Active aud Diligent in Prayer to God, 
and in ſuch Practices as I have mentioned, who knows what will be 
i the, Happy Conſequences? and what a Datli ſhall be given to Error 

in the Church of Scotland ? But if Cviſtians ſhall ly by, and do no- 
BF thing to Purpoſe at this Time, in their Reſpective Stauons and Ca- 
| pacities, in Contending for the Faub, as cach one may go ſomething _ 
:: ß Aa FFF 1"; 
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EE e An Alarm io I e 
19 leis or mere, who knows not, but ſuch Negligence may Provoke 
4. Holy God to give up this Chih to Hrrer; and what a Terrible 
- cheek. of Conicience will it be, even to gaod People, that they did 
not what the) might, and mould have done, to prevent Error, and to 
Vindicate Tu? 1 with the Words of Maraecal to Ether, Chap. 4. 
14. were ferioulty confidere] as to this; Tf tho aliogether bold thy Peace 
4 tine, Nc. and fuch, to be ſure, who had an active Hand in ſav-. 
ing Mr. Hin plon, in the Lime of the former Proceſs, from the Year 
1513. to 17:8, and now find they have been in an Error and. Miſtake, 
1 ſhould double their Diligence to have him Depoſed. . 


I know it will be Obxcacd by ſome, that theſe Things mentioned 
in the Debate, are above the Capacities of the moſt part of Flders, 
Taeacors and private Chriſtiaus, and therefore they ſhon!d not med- 
dle with them. Al! that 1 hall offer, in Anſwer to this is, I know that 
mam of theſs Things in Debate, are hid from many of the Wiſe and 
Prudent in the World, as are alſo the other: Myſteries of the King: 
dom of Heaven, But on the other Hand, I know as well, that all 
that's neceſſary to Salvation is, in ſome Meaſure made known and 
Revealed to the truly Godly, and even to the Babes among them; 
WE --.: God has Promiſed, That all his People ſhall be Tanght of him; That 
| he'll give them an Heart to know him; That hel put his Law in 
their inward Parts, and Write it on their Hearts, for this purpoſe that 
all of them may now him, from the leaſt to the gente And That 
Spirit to guide them into all Truth; and 
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he'll give them the Holy 
. vwre are told, that to them it is given to know the Myferies of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, even tho? they be but Babes, when compared 
with many of the Wiſe and Prudent, from whom they are hid; and 
therefore, not to ſay any more, there. is no foundation for this Ob 
enn 8 
- : 1 own, ir, that it cannot but be acknowledged, that Profeſſor Simt- 
ſon is a Man of Learning; but, in the mean Time, his beit Friends 
cCannet deny (tis fo Evident to all that know him dey he is a Man 
of great Imprudence, and ef want of Caution, and aſſo that he is very 
Opinionative and Stiff, in adhering to his peculiar Notions ; he has given 
very Remarkable Inſtances of theſe, in giving the Church of Scotland 
ſo much needleſs Trouble, for ſo many Years, to his oven, and his 
I'M Friends Reproach; I call it needleſs, ſeeing at length he hath come 
to Declare, what would have ſaved all this Trouble and Scandal, if 
ty. he had done it when firft Queſtioned about theie Articles : and, es: 
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the Church of Scotland. = > 


this laſt Pro-ejs began, his Subtility and Deceit (as your » ders obſerve ; 
have very much Appeared. to all who allow themfelves to ſpeaic as 
they think, if not prejudiced. in his Favours . 
Now Learning, Sir, tho? valuable in it ſelf, yet when joined with 
Imprudence, want of Caution and theſe other ill qualities, is Bal, Hur. 
full and Dangerous in any Man, but much more ſo in a Miter, and 
moſt of all in a Profeſſor of Divinity. | . 
I kaow fome confidently fay, that his Declarations, in his Papers, 
before the lait General Afſembly being Orthodox. and found to be 0 
by the Aſembly, may be ſatisfying to this Church, and that the fen. 
Lay — Proceed no further againſt him, but ſhould take off his Suſ- 
b Sir, As to what ſuch ſay, I offer theſe three Things. 1, How is 

it poſſible for this Church to know Proſeſſor &7xp/or's Ingenuity and 
Integrity, in what he hath expreſſed and declared before the Aſſendly, 
but by his after Practice, and his Continuance to Adhere to what he 
hath now declared? It is evident, as the Sun in the Firmament, from 
what hath been Proven againſt him, and from his own Papers and 
Diſcourſes betore the urges] of this Church, that he hath been 


Hererodon; and particularly as to the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chrifi: ; 


tis true indeed, he hath' ow Solemnly Declared, that he is Orthodox 
in his Opinion, as to the Oxeneſs of the God, and the Divinty of 
the Lord Jeſas Girl: but he hath not as yet to Aced the part of a 
true Fenitent, or of a Perſon of Ingenuity, as to own that he was once 
| Heterodox, or in an Error or Miſtare, and that now he has got a 
New Light, and doth heartily Repent of the Dor of his Mind and 
Way; but only declares that he Nath given occafon of Offence, or of | 
Suſpicion of his Unſoundneſs in the Faith, as your Elders Oblerve :; 
Whereas, Sir, I think he hath not only been the Qccafion, but very 
math the „in,, Cauſe of all the horrid Blaſphemy, Lying ani many o- 
ther Eu, that have abounded and ſpread Abroad, to the great Scan- 


dal-of Religion, and Re proach of Chriſtiaity; and that this he ſhould Ho 


Alo acknowledge, and would readily do it, if he were a tcue Penitent. 
Ion that his Declarations, before the Aſſembly, Save him from be- 
ing Proſecuted as an obſtinate Blaſſbe ner, and from being Hefe ded, 
that is, Excommunicated' as 3 contumacious Heretick, but there is no- 
thing either from Scripture or Reaſos, that gives the leaſt Foundation 
to think, that his Suſpenſion ſhould be taken off, but much to the con- 


trary, that he e be taken under 3 Courſe of Diſcipline, for his 1 


5 great : 
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Sreat S and Scardab, untill he give Satisfaction to this Charch, which 
he hath very much Offended: Eſpecially if we confider, in the 2d, 
Place, how he hath already Contraveened the Act} of Ajenbly 1917 3 
-nd hath not, at the lcaſt Regarded the Admonitions and Pronbitions 
„the Chyreh, in the matter of his Teaching, notwithſtanding either 
"of the Danger of the Things Taught, or of Pranſgreiling the Autho- 
1 rity of the Church, this the Cormitice for Purity of Doc iriue have found 
1 Proven, as hath been ſaid. in many Articles; and there is not the leaſt 
Fuvidlence that he hath Repented of his ſo doing: How can che 4. 
ſenbly then take of the S enſion, untill they enquire narrowly into 
= his Water, and alſo find him a true Penitent, and he endure a Courte 
15 of Diſcipline, in order to ſatisfy for his great Offence and Stubborn- 
= neis And yet ſurder in the 3d. Place, and which is very oblery- 
| Able in the Profeſſors Conduct, that he hath all along, Coppied afteß 
1 the worſt and moſt dangerous of Berericks: It is well known to all, 
= who have 12ad CH] /] H:ſtory, that the worſt of Heretieks have uſed 
ll —- to Skreen themſelves from Church.Cenſures, by pretending to adhere c 
x Form of. Sound Words, and to agree with Scripture, and the Stand- 
ards of the Churches, to Which they did belong; | while in the mean 
time, in their Management, they Explaized away the Plain and ob- 
viœds meaning of both, Hereticks generally hid themſelves, and their 
Errors, under dark Forms of Speech, and mix their Errors with Ortho- 
dons Dothrmnes. to make them take; and withall to deliver contrary. 
Fropoſitiuns, at different Times, to prevent being, Diſcovered. 
No, Sr, all this, 45 appears to me, 15 evidently applicable to Pro- 
9 ſeffor Simpſon: All along in both the Proaceſjes, he endeavoured to 
» Skreen himſelf from Church-Cenfure, by pretending that he took all pot 
"= dle care, in his Teaching, to keep cloſs to the Expreftions uſed in 
_ Cor ipture, our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, while, in the mean 
| Time; it is. Proven againſt him in many Articles in beth Preceſſes,. 
=. that he hath Explained away the Sound, Plain and obvious Meaning. 
. f all the Three, and that in a great many different. Momentuous. 
kundament al Articles, Again I obferve, that he has hid himſelf, and 
his Trog, under dark Forms of Specch, and nice, ſubtile Melarhiſical 
5 Disiactiaat this appears Clearly from his Papers and Deſences in both 
tte Procef”s, in many Inſtances; { hall, for Brevity's ſake, only over 
- this ong Until the very laſt, when without doubt, he. feared, and 
...-.. kad-Ground to Fear, the fatal Stroke of Def ation, he cevered his 
Deny Ing, the Self-Erijterce; Neceſſary Exiſtence, and the Independence: 


01. 
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fo as to keep them to: their own Declarations azad Pron 


] 
1 
ward ſuch, and her not Acting mate agreeab!: to the Feulss of crit. 
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of the Son, and Holy Ghoft, under the Pretence, that theſe could not 


be Attributed to theſe TWO D/rise Perſons, if underſtood of the FA. 


ther's Perſonal Property, viz. His being of none, or His being begotten uf 


rote, Which Expreſſion, of Deſign, and to the great Prejudice of the 
Meaning, he ſeparated from the reſt of the Sentence, as it ſtands in 
our Confeſion of Finith, Chap. 24, Sect. 5d, and. That being of nose, through. 
out his whole Papers, he makes to be Equivalent to, or, the very 
ſaine with, being Self-Exiftent, and trom this it was that he uſed to; 


tay, tha: the Soy, and Holy Ghoit, were only Seij-Rxi/ievr in a limited 
and qualified Senſe ; and, from this Principle alſo, he wonld not Anſ- 
| wer that Queſtion of the Cosmitiee, viz. If the Son was not as neceſ- | 
 farily begotten of the Father, as the Father wes of nore; and hence it 
was that he uſed to ſay, that to Aﬀert that the S0 is Fecefurily Ex 
iftent, fo that it was impoſſible that he ſhould not hays been, was to 
Eſtabliſu a New Article of Faith, and yet further, that he hath mix- 
ed his Frrors with Ortvodox DoCirines, and delivered contrary Propo- 


fitions now and then, or at different Times, is plain alſo from his 
Mritings, in both the firſt and laſt Proceſs, ia many Particulars, where- 


of mall only mention theſe two, and they are both of the greateſt. 


Conſequence ; ſometimes he Taught that the Sor, and Holy Ghoſt, was 


God, at other Times he Taught, that they were not Selſ-Exi/iat and 


Inde perdent, or, that they were not ſo in the Highe!t, but only in a 
limited aud qualified Sence ; and what is the native and clear Conſe. 
quence of this, but that they are not God at all: Again ſome times 
he Tauę hi, that there was One God, and, at other times, that Cod vas. 


neither Nu merically nor Specificaity One, aud what is the Conſequence 
of this, but that God is not One in Helng or Saubſtause, and that this 


was his meaning, appears from the Depohlion of Witneſſes, to be ſcen 


_d -: 


in the State of the Proceſs, Page 145, and from his '©!jcor/e; both, 


F. 


more Publickly and Privately. 


ow 


Now from the whole, what Faith or Tr, can be given to the: 
Proſeſſor, and to any of his Declaſalion, that he hath emitted in his. 
Papers? ſeeing he hath hitherto Acted the Part of ont of the worſt, 
molt ſubtile and dangerous Herezicks, that hath been in any Age of the 


E. pe riew ce 
of Hereticks, _ 
es? and has. 


Ohurch. Sir, hath it not been known; in the dear baust 
of the Church of God, that there is ſcarce any binhug up 
mf 


not the Church's too great. Lenity, exceſſive tenderneſs and Charite to- 
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we and Diſcipline, as ſhe might and ſhould have done, been of ex. 
cc:ding bed and hutfull Contequence? and therefore I am of Opi- 


nion, that altho there had never been a Precedent, in any Church, of 
De ſaßng a Miniier or Profeſſor for Hereſie, -after Recantations and 
Dcclarations oi Orivodaxy, and Promiſes of Reformation, yet the 


Church of Scotlard thould make à Precedent and an Example to others. 
afterwards, in Te paing Profeiior S$7mpſos, for the Reaſons I have al- 


ready given, for thoſe: ſpecified in the Elder Adarcſs, and others that 
ate to follow; ant if the Cheb of Scotland do not put this Honour 


uon God and Trail at this. Time, ſhe may never have the Opperiu- 
nity, nor Ability of doing it afterward, and of giving fuch an Honeſt 
FT etftimony, tho' there may be much more occaſiom for it. 
Sir, J am a little Acquaint with the Profeſſor, and had always a great 


__ Regard for him, untill of late I have altered my Thoughts, and that 
__ teerly from what I know is Proven againſt him; and from what he 
has Aferte! and Vented in his own Papers, and eſpecially from his 
unaccoutable Prifling and unf xed Management before the Judlicatorices 
of this Church, aud that in Matters of the greateſt Moment, to his own 
and other Peoples Salvation; and tho* I heartily wiſh himſelf and his. 
Family well, and would be ready to contribute to the Advantage of 
both, ſo far as I could do it ſafely; vet, that he ſhonld be continued 


in his Pot as Profeſſor, if he were all my Friends in ane, I would 


think it my Duty, 19 do my ontmeſt to oppoſe him in it; for, befide 
the great Scandal it would be to the Gburch of Scotland, and the great 
Danger that would follow thro? his Teaching, to Corrupt the Youth, 

2s he has done, and alſo the Encouragement it would gave to ſuch, 

as are already Tainted and Infected, to vent themſelves, and ta 


Teach their Erroneous Opinions, more openly and freely ; I ſay, be- 


fide all this, his being Continued in the Office, conld ſcarce be to any 

' Purpoſe, and would be of great Loſs to the Coltedge, to Glaſgow, and 

| the whole Country thereabout; for Religious Parents, who generally 
 4wcline that their Childen, whom they deſign for Scholars, be Taught 
both Philoſophy and Diwisiiy in the ſame Place, will dare to ſend. 

them to Glaſgow, for fear of an ill Name, and thoſe Youths, that 
would Adventurs to be his Scholars, would be in the greateſt haz ard 

of being ſuſpe cted. and of receiving Damage upan his Account. 


1 know ſome ſay, that if the Profeſſor ſhould. be De poſed by this 


: Church, then he will Write upon the Subjech, that have been in De- 
bate, and will do more Furt by his Wiring, than he cculd de i be 
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$3015, and ſo their yore would only hurt themſelves, 
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were kept in the Oc. As tothis I Anſwer in General, let the Chych 


7 


of Cod do her Duty, and leave Events io the Lord, who can man- 
gage them to the beſt Advantage, and let her #-ver do Evil that ro 
may come of it, whoſe Da ur tion is Full; GO wants none of our 
Sin, nor finſul Policy, to advance his Gl., and maintain his Cisſe. 
but more particularly, How can this, rationally ſpeaking, come to paſs? 
for the Profeſſor hath now ſolemnly owned and declared his Orthodoxy, 
as to the Articles that were before the laſt two Aſenliys, however 
Heterodox he had been before; and, if he ſhould Write againſt what 
he hath now {o folemnly Declared, he would be lookt upon, by Men 
of all kinds, to be a Man of no Faith, nor Ixtegrity, and mot all to 
be Regarded in what he ſays, or Writes, ſo thert need be no Fears 
on this Score; but the Danger, after this, principally lies in his. Se- 
cre? Teaching and Influencing, which he il have Occaſion and Oppor- 


tunity of, if he ſhould be kept in his Office, but if he be Depoſed, he 


can have no ſuch Occaſion of doing Harm: And further his Depol- 
ton, will ſhew tuch Tud7guation of this Chyrc! at theſe Errors, for 
which he is Depoſed, as would ſcar others, tho? they be Inſecled, and 


become really Erroxeons in their Prixc i pies, from venting their Ope. 


4 4 


I am informed, that ſome Principle Perſart in the Goverunert, by 
the Influence of Doctor Clark, a known Arian in England, and a great 
Friend to the Profeſſor, have very much taken him by the Hand, and 
have had no ſmall [fence upon ſome of the Mcmoers uf the lat 4, 
| ſembly, not to Uppoſe the Profeſſor, and upon others to Plead for him. 
Fir, whatever Traih there is in this, I ſhall not determine, but one 
Ting is Plain in Fatt, that the laſt Aſenbly did differ vaſtly ſrom 
the Preceeding one, in this particular, “z. at the Preceeding Aſem- 
bh, there were very few to open their Mouth, or Vote, ui the Fa- 
vours of Profeſſor Simpſon, and at the laſt a great many, eſpecially of 
thoſe, who are ſaid to be the Favourites, and in the Party of ſome 

great Coutiers, which gives too much Ground to ſuſpect the Truth of 

What is ſaid: But if it be True, it is no leſs than Melancholy, that 

either the jmiles or frown, the Solicitations or Threatning, of (Great 

Men, ſhould have ſuch ſinfull Ixflaenct on the Alembers of a Court of 
Chriff, who profeſs to Believe that He is God, that He is preſent to 
fee what is Added, and is more Honourable, and Worthy to be Serv. 
ed than auy; and eſpecially when the Lord Jeſus Chriſi himſelf, aud 
the Glory of his PerteRions, is * dab ject Treated of, and the Mat. 


. 
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5 3 tet in Debate. 1 add further upon wer Head, that os ho-ver they 15 
Great or Small, or from whatever Influence, take Part againſt our 
Tord Jeſus Ch ill, or Speak or Act againſt the Son of MA, it will prove 
Dangerous to the outmoſt Degree, and withcet ſincere Repentance, 
„  - will be followed with terr: ble Strokes from the Lord. if not Lempo-_ 
Be . rall, Which ſuch will rot readily miſs, then to be ſure with Spiritual 
A 2 | 
1 - and Eternal Judgements, whic h are vaſtly Worſe; and will be rnin- 
* ing beyond al! Expreſſion . and with our GOD there will be no Re- 


ſpeQ of Perſons, 10 41. nad need to be Cautions upon this Score, tho? 

bt never ſo great in the World. for our Ring Tejus knows the Afair 
ES exacrly, He 1s Infnitely above the Higheſt e this Earth, and as 
E sie is the beſt Friend to his People, who own Him, and Efponic His 

_ Cauſe; o He will be the moſt Terrible of all Enemies to them, W. 

deny, oppoſe and make up a Party againii Him. | 

W Is told, that tho? the Aſinbiy ſhould Degoſe him from his Office, 

the Sourreign, who is Patron of the Coljedge, will continue him in the 

Iz oyment of the Bencſice, and ſo there can he no Profeſior ſettled 

ere N he Lives; others tell. if tlic NY) Depoſe him, III 


4 
we 


1 0 the Firn of theſ e. "x think,” we TENT, a ee upon the 0 
Ice that's more Wiſe, more Prudent, and mort Pioufly mctined, 
and who will be more his own Friend, a Friend to this Church, and 
withal to g Tejas, his Soveraign as, well as ours, than to thwart: , 

with the Church 4s Scotland. his beſt Friends in ali his Dominions, 
and that in ſuch a Matter as this is about the Doctrines of our Holy 
Religion, and ſuch Doctrines as are in Debate and 1 think it is hel- 

. ther very Loyal, nor kind to our Gracicvs Soveraign, 10 mnch as to 

ſfſuggeſt this of him, which 1 Judge to be without all Foundation: And 
Im of Opinion, that the Profeſſor's Chair had better be empty, while 
| he Lives, than that he ſhould fill it. 

And as to the Colledge of Glaſgop, tis not to be uppen What e 
ver Power they have (that I ſhall nor Diſpute ) that they. will pur : 

itt in Execution, in Oppoſition to the Church in this Afair ; and T think 
it is a Reproach upon the Wiſdom of that Learned, and 1 hope, Pru- 
dent Fucylty, ſo much as to ſurmiſe it: But, /, whatever thall fol- 

RY low, I think the Church of Scotland ſhould do her Duty, and leave the 

- over-uling of it, to her Covenanted Kg, who has the abſo2we Dif. 
"a and Governmeat of al e in 1 His OWN, Hand. 
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Thus, Sir, I have given you my Thoughts very briefly, and as 088 e 
s I could, in the Afair of Profeſſor 8% fon, and as to the Draught” © 
your Elders Addreſs, and what I Judge ft to be done by People 
all Stations and Ranks in this Church; and I do think all Hands. 3% 
Huld be at Work, and that ſomething may be done by the meaneft - 
„har, There is only one Thing that I think, ſhould be added to 
© Addreſs, and that is Relative to the Afair of Mr. Joby Glaſs, 
1iniflcr of the Goſpel at Tealing, viz. That the Fudicatories of this 
roach and their Members, wje their outmnoft In fuence to hawe fuch Mea- 


taten, by a Courſe of Diſcipline, and Church Cenſures, as may, if 
ble, be a mean ef: lually, ro humble, to bring fo CGonnittion and Re- 


" axce. and ſo to Reclaim that ſelſ-willed, iff, and Tery Gonceity young 


%, Tho bas taken upon him to Speak, Preach and Witte, apainſt the 
ing Force of our Covenants «pos Poſterity, viz, bob National and 
Amn League, aud Io run them down, not only as diſagreable to Scrip- 
„% and Reaſon, but as Engines of Wickcdneſs, diſhorourable to God, 
{ deſtructive o Reformation; and that the Aſſembly do ſome proper 


— 


s in gur Nation aud Church, 


And now, Sir, te conclude, upon the whole I think, that all the 


ers of Hub, and who Hope to be Saved by the Lord Jeſas Ch, 


only Saviour of Sinners, ſhould in their Stations, and in a Way 
table to the Rules of Chrifianty, beſtir themſelves for the Glory of 


GD, the Honour of Tryuib, and particularly the Honour of the Me- 
— 5 Blaſphemed, whole Periecitons _ 

re been Denyed, and whoſe Glory is not yet ſuitably Vindicated, _ 
d that none ſhould be at Eaſe, at this Time, in cur Zion, or Ac 
ii/;o:like, but ſhould behave as becomes, ſuch who Believe in GOD. 1 
er, Son, and Holy &baſl; who believe that the Promiſes and Chreat:. 
ies contained in the Holy Scriptures, ſhall be Accomplithed, that - 
* own Time is ſhort and very uncertain, not knowing what ne 
47, or one Day may bring forth, and that upon our preſent Manege 
ent, a whole Eternity of Well or Woe doth Depend, and as eh, FR 


% God-man, whoſe Name has: 
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ed, to expreſs iheir Regard to theſe Covenants, ſo well founded upon, 
4 agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon; Covenants, I jay, which hade 
tn excellent means of our Reformation; which have been the great Glory 
ur Land, yea, and of our Martyrs for Jeſus ix their very laſt Minute,, 
which are to this Day, notwithfianding of ail ow Digeneracy, adhet- 
into, and gloried ir, by the moi part of all the tray Godly, of all. 


well Guided of. 
6 ſus FR her Side, 
eneral Aſſenb iy, in her 
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Him, in whoſe Name ſhe is Confthute, 4 5 bave all. 
the People of G0 D. and ſack, a5 expect 8. 
-Heneſt Part, aud lend their helping Ran 
iy Thonghts, and your 44 . A dreſs, 14 
may have. A* Blefſed Effe T as l 
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